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Please accept these comments on behalf of Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter.  We represent over 
30,000 Illinois members and supporters and are focused on bringing the environmental, 
economic, and consumer benefits of the clean energy economy to all Illinois communities.  
 
With the passage of the Future Energy Jobs Act, we are optimistic we are now on a path to 
national leadership on clean energy in Illinois.  We urge that new rulemakings in this subject 
area focus on supporting the implementation of FEJA and its targets, specifically environmental 
justice community participation in ownership, construction, and savings associated with 
distributed generation projects. 
 
Where applicable, we encourage the Commission to consider and include these important factors 
throughout this process: 
 
There are many benefits of achieving renewable energy generation targets through new Illinois 
renewable generation projects.   For the purposes of meeting not only state statutory targets, but 
also those set voluntarily by local government, municipal utility, electric cooperatives, and 
private sector entities, state policies should encourage compliance with new Illinois projects (as 
opposed to purchase of renewable energy credits from existing, out-of-state sources). 
 
Distributed generation and energy efficiency projects represent a significant and critical 
economic opportunity for disadvantaged Illinois communities.  State policies should maximize, 
and not contradict, numerous components of the Future Energy Jobs Act that prioritize 
investment, development, training, and hiring in economically disadvantaged communities in our 
state. 
 
Reductions in carbon emissions should be prioritized and valued by state policies.  Despite the 
current uncertainty about federal action regarding carbon emissions from Illinois' electric sector, 
we should assume that reductions in carbon emissions have multiple values. 
 
Regarding a facilitator for this project, we encourage the Commission to ask any facilitator to 
include significant community engagement opportunities, including meetings and times and 
locations intended to maximize participation from environmental justice, minority, and low 
income communities. In evaluating potential facilitators, please request and consider evidence of 
successful and equitable community engagement in the past. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Jack Darin 



Director 
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter 
 
 


